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LIFE AFTER DEATH 


I 
LIFE AFTER DEATH 


“Tf a man die, shall he live again ?”’—Jos xiv. 14. 


HE majority of Christians are content 
with a vague general belief that 

there is to be a life after death. For one 
reason or another, the subject is not one 
upon which they allow their thoughts to 
linger. And yet the Faith, which they 
have received, and by which they wish to 
live and die, has never either shirked or 
neglected it. ‘The last clause in the Apostles’ 
Creed expresses our belief in “the Life 
Everlasting”; and in the corresponding 
sentence of the Nicene Creed we declare 
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that we “look for” “the Life of the 
World to come.” 

The object of these Addresses is to 
remind ourselves of that which is thus the 
object of our faith and the goal of our 
Christian expectation. It is an endeavour, 
if possible, to revive our recollection of the 
good hope of which we are the inheritors. 
In a time of trouble like the present, God 
would not have us be content with despair : 
He would arouse us from the attitude of . 
depression and apathy: He would rebuke 
us for our neglect of His loving promises. 
He compels us to-day to consider whether 
our belief in the “ Life Everlasting ” has 
for us any practical meaning, whether our 
“look for ” the “‘ Life of the World to come” 
brings to us, in our hour of need, something 
upon which our souls can rest with comfort 
and calm. 

At any time, when death has snatched 
from our side some one very dear and much 
‘beloved, we find ourselves shaken out of 
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our condition of forgetfulness. The words 
we have so often used, “This Life is not 
all,” suddenly acquire a new and most 
vivid significance. How much more, at 
the present moment, must this be the case 
throughout Christendom ! 

So long as this war is waged, death in 
countless forms of instantaneous destruc- 
tion and lingering torture stands before a 
horror-stricken world. Death seems to say, 
“Look on me! and ask yourselves, Do you 
really believein a Life tocome?” It is, in- 
deed, true that all of these lives would have 
had their natural end on earth, some sooner, 
some later. Not one, we know, would 
have survived to see the twenty-first century. 
And yet, when, day by day, thousands of 
the best and strongest, the very flower of 
the nations’ manhood, are swept away, the 
most cold and unemotional will find them- 
selves united with the most tender-hearted 
and impressionable in the inquiry as to the 
value of our Christian Belief in “The Life 
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Everlasting.” Can we genuinely and sin- 
cerely declare in the face of this world-wide 
slaughter of millions of young and vigorous 
men: “I look for the Life of the World 
to comeé #7’ 

On all sides, thoughtful Christians have 
been endeavouring to give to this question 
an honest answer. Many are troubled ; 
they know not what to say; sorrow has 
filled their hearts and numbed their spiritual 
faculties. Many are perplexed with diffi- 
culties of which previously they had never 
taken account. Some are feeling wretched 
because of their inability to make any 
reply. Others are confused by the incohe- 
rence of their own thoughts, when they try 
to frame an articulate answer. Some are 
conscious that the teaching they received 
as boys and girls is inadequate to support 
the strain of the colossal disaster which has 
overtaken the human race. Others are 
realizing, in the hour of personal suffering 
and loss, how easily the most precious words, 
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instead of being an epitome of comforting 
and living truth, have been allowed to be- 
come an almost unmeaning formula. 

This is not the time for fault-finding. 
Still less is it the time for indulging in the 
language of controversy. I would rather 
encourage and reassure the hearts of troubled 
Christian readers. That which we are 
experiencing, however painful, should not 
be permitted to overwhelm them with 
dismay or despondency. The portentous 
crisis, through which we are passing, has 
not created the religious problems which 
are now being burned into our minds. They 
are as old as human nature. We are being 
bidden no longer to leave them on one side, 
but to look at them again in the light of 
Christian Hope. Let us, then, bear in 
mind, that in recent years there have been 
influences at work which have led to this 
part of our Christian Belief being ignored 
or avoided. 

(a) During years of peace, self-indulgence,, 
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and tranquillity, there has been a tendency 
to devote exclusive attention to the many 
pressing problems of social philanthropy. 
It has been the fashion to say that hard- 
working people have more than enough to 
occupy their minds with, while they try 
to earn their daily bread and do their daily 
duty on earth. It is alleged, that they 
cannot be expected to appreciate that 
aspect of the Church’s teaching which 
treats life on earth as the preparation and 
discipline for a greater and fuller life that 
is to come. That which has been called 
‘an other-worldliness” of view has been 
derided as unpractical and visionary. I 
do not myself think we need be afraid of 
those epithets. They would have been 
directed against Christ Himself. We may 
thank God for every endeavour to leaven 
social reforms with the principles of the 
Gospel of Jesus. But, in yielding to the 
outcry that what the people want is not 
heaven but higher wages, a deplorable 
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concession has been made to the materialism 
which in our day is the most formidable 
spirit of Anti-Christ. And one of the 
results of that concession has been an atti- 
tude of impatience towards any considera- 
tion of that which we look for beyond the 
grave. 

(2) Many robust and healthy-minded per- 
sons have been put off from the idea of 
devoting attention to the subject of “ the 
Life to come” by the language of popular 
theology. They cannot accept, on the one 
hand, the crude literalism of well-meaning 
folk, who regard the visions of the Apocalypse 
and the imagery of Christian hymns as 
actual descriptions of the future state. 
They cannot endure, on the other hand, the 
mawkish sentimentalism, which seems to 
anticipate that heaven will be a large Church 
with an immense congregation of anzmic- 
looking singers in white surplices. 

They dismiss the whole subject from their 
minds as either amiable sentiment or fanciful 
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speculation. They have no leanings towards 
either the one or the other. And they are 
encouraged in this attitude by the disgust 
they have felt at certain gross instances; 
of charlatanry, in which clever and un- 
scrupulous impostors have simulated, to 
nerve-shattered and agitated inquirers, 
visible manifestations from the world of 
spirits. 

(c) In the religious history of the past fifty 
years, in this country, there has probably 
been no feature so striking as the almost 
entire disappearance of the terrorizing 
teaching respecting the material torments 
of hell-fire. The continual appeal to fear 
had for centuries degraded the tone of the 
Christian pulpit. Reason and humanity, 
reinforced by a more enlightened inter- 
pretation of Holy Scripture, have demanded 
the appeal to higher and worthier motives. 
But the change has been followed by a 
silence in reference to the Future Life. 
The grossly material conception of the 
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Future has been discredited. Religious 
thought, unwilling to go back, has been un- 
ready to go forward. In the uncertainty 
of the moment there has been a general 
tendency to pass the subject by unnoticed. 

Once more in the history of the Christian 
Church, God is showing us, through a sense 
of loss and bewilderment, that we cannot 
afford to deprive of its true value any 
essential part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
With overwhelming force the need of re- 
opening Christian inquiry into this neglected 
part of our Creed is now being thrust upon 
us. ‘The purpose which I have set before 
myself in these three Advent Addresses is 
to bring before your recollection the great 
comforting facts, of what the Christian 
believer “ believes” as to “ the Life Ever- 
lasting,” and of what he “looks for” in 
“the Life of the World to come.” We 
cannot pretend to be indifferent: and, 
while we may deprecate fanciful speculation, 
there is abundant room for the legitimate 
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exercise of Christian meditation and thought- 
ful study. 

Do we sufficiently realize that it is an 
essential part of our Faith? Our belief in 
“God the Father, Maker of Heaven and 
Earth,” leads us directly on to believe in “ the 
Life Everlasting’; and our belief in Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour of the world, warrants 
us, in humble assurance, to “ look for the Life 
of the World to come.” It is this part of the 
Christian Gospel, which the present great 
and terrible Day of the Lord is compelling 
us to consider afresh. Let us not be dis- 
obedient to the Divine guidance. 

Is it not the case that we have been grow- 
ing accustomed, through years of luxury 
and self-indulgence, to regard death as the 
greatest and most terrible of all conceivable 
disasters ? Let us remember that that is 
not the teaching of Christianity. Is it 
not the case that, through the long con- 
tinuance of a materialistic fashion of thought, 
we have many of us learned to look upon 
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all true happiness as consisting in riches, 
and pleasure, and luxury, and amusement, 
and to assume that the change which death 
brings must be one for the worse? Let us 
remember that that is not the teaching of 
Christianity. Is it not the case that thou- 
sands of our countrymen, nominally Chris- 
tian though they may be, identify death 
with annihilation and have no conception 
of a future existence? Let us remember 
that this is not the teaching of Christianity. 
Is it not the case that the old heathen view, 
that the dead are leading a dismal and 
shadowy existence in the gloomy depths of 
the Underworld, has still a strong and de- 
pressing hold over the imagination of our 
people ? Let us remember that this is a relic 
of Paganism which was dissipated by the 
Gospel of the Risen and Ascended Christ. 
Oh! that, as the blessed issue of all this 
suffering, we might be brought to realize 
the practical force of the Apostle’s words, 
that Jesus Christ “hath brought life and 
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immortality to light.” Its comfort is no 
delusive flattery of human hopes, but is 
testified to by actual experience. It has 
been strength to the dying; it has been 
solace to the mourner; it has been help 
to the sick and suffering; it has been 
inspiration and gladness to the strong and 
active. So far from being, as it has sneer- 
ingly been called, “the window-dressing 
to give attractiveness to the empty Chris- 
tian store,” it has been, from the first, one 
of the most essential portions of the Revela- 
tion which we have received in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. It has meant our own loss and 
bewilderment of mind, in proportion as we 
have relaxed our hold upon it, or have 
suffered ourselves to suppose that, for these 
days of learning and scientific research, 
such a belief as that in the ‘‘ Life to come”’ 
is too old-fashioned, and cannot endure the 
scrutiny of really enlightened thought. 
Many fathers and mothers, many elderly 
relatives and friends, of dear lads who in 
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1914-1916 have made the supreme sacri- 
fice, fighting for their king and country, 
for their homes, and for their people’s 
liberties, spent their own early years under 
the numbing influence of the materialistic 
thought that was almost universally popular 
between 1860 and 1890. It has, indeed, 
proved as bankrupt in scientific proof, as it 
has been unsatisfying and unconvincing in 
argument. Not many men of science 
would now contend either that the soul 
is only the name given to a state of con- 
sciousness which is the product of physical 
causes; or that human personality neces- 
sarily undergoes extinction through the 
dissolution of the body. Nevertheless, the 
old chill, pessimistic dread, that the doctrine 
of annihilation is the verdict of all superior 
scientific teaching, lingers on. It infects 
many who draw their information from the 
literature composed in the middle of last 
century. Its pessimism deepens the depres- 
sion produced by widespread loss and 
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sorrow: and depression shows itself in 
impatience and unreasonableness. Under 
its influence you hear people asking for the 
kind of evidence for the existence of the 
departed, which would be required in a 
court of law. Proofs of the existence of the 
Deity, of our own existence, of the freedom of 
the will, cannot be adduced for the complete 
satisfaction of the scientific or philosophical 
expert. And yet, what amounts to moral 
certainty, is forthcoming to meet the diffi- 
culties of ordinary men in reference to 
these subjects. 

Similarly, though proofs of a physical 
kind are not, as yet at least, available, if ever 
they are likely to be, in order to demonstrate 
the existence of the departed, there are, we 
may venture to affirm, multiplying as well 
as converging lines of probability, supplied 
both by physical science and by abstract 
reasoning, which combine to justify our 
belief in a Future Life and to furnish us 
with materials for well-grounded conviction. 
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We are told now, in the twentieth century, 
that the supreme thing in the Universe is 
not matter, but spirit; and that matter 
exists for the sake of spirit, and not spirit 
for the sake of matter. If that be so, 
who does not see how greatly the world of 
thought has changed since the middle of 
last century? Granted a spiritual basis 
for the Universe, is there not at once 
presented to our minds a high probability 
for the continued existence of spiritual 
personality ? Perhaps, we have no right 
to indulge in the hope, which, however, 
many distinguished men of science have 
encouraged us to cherish, that convincing 
external proof of the immortality of the 
soul may be expected from the results of 
psychical research. But, at least, it is our 
duty not to ignore the fact, that the abstract 
arguments in favour of personal immor- 
tality make the general proposition very 
difficult to reject. They may not be con- 
vincing, when taken separately. But no 
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thoughtful Christian can afford to disregard 
their cogency, when they are considered 
collectively. 

They fall into two main groups: (a) 
the arguments drawn from human nature ; 
and (5) the arguments drawn from the 
Nature of the Deity. As will be observed, 
their value is all the greater that they are 
independent, and outside of, the region of 
Christian Revelation. We are entitled to . 
welcome their aid as preliminary to, and 
preparatory for, the Gospel of the Resurrec- 
tion. 

Our freedom of conscience and will is 
recognized by the Christian Creed. It 
does not coerce us, in spite of ourselves, to 
accept a conclusion; it commends to us a 
doctrine on the ground that, as moral and 
reasoning creatures, we are fio! justified 
in accepting it. 

Our belief in the Life to come is assured 
to us in Jesus Christ. But the inherent 
probability of that belief is warranted by a 
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consideration of these two lines of thought. 

A. ‘The Arguments from Human Nature. 
For brevity’s sake, these may be stated under 
four heads. 

(i) The instinct that man’s life is not 
closed by the death of his body is universal 
among the races of the world. What may 
be the origin of this instinct, is, of course, 
a keenly disputed question. But a universal 
instinct has been generally regarded as a 
fact corresponding to a truth in human life, 
and one that cannot summarily be dis- 
missed from notice as accidental. 

(ii) Many of the best intellects in the 
human race, from Socrates and Cicero down 
to Tennyson and Lord Kelvin, have borne 
their testimony to the existence, in every age, 
of a strong and well-reasoned conviction 
that the soul lives after death. 

(iii) The moral and spiritual forces in 
man’s nature, which we designate as the 
will, the affections, the reason, and the 
imagination, belong to a different category 
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of existence from that which is compre- 
hended under the material forces of the 
Universe, or is represented in the perishable 
structure of man’s bodily frame. In other 
words, the soul is not to be identified with 
the material body either in life or in death. 

(iv) The noblest impulse which our nature 
possesses, that of self-sacrifice, surpasses in 
beauty and value that of self-preservation. 
It indicates the craving of the soul for 
the realization of something higher than 
that which is restricted to the continuance 
of bodily life on earth. 

B. The Arguments from the Nature of 
the Deity may thus be summarized. 

(i) The God who made us, soul as well as 
body, implanted in us both the instinctive 
longing for a Life to come, and the sacred 
impulse to self-sacrifice, to save another or 
to avert dishonour. These are God’s Word 
tous. But God, to be God, must be the God 
of truth and of love. He would not have 
implanted a hope which He was not willing 
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to fulfil. He that is Almighty would not 
withhold the gift which His goodness had 
encouraged us to expect. His Love and 
His Power warrant our anticipation of a 
Life to come. 

(i) If there is no Future Life, God’s 
Moral Universe is chaos and confusion. 
If this earthly life is all, justice is not done. 
What can we think of thedeaths of children, 
the sufferings of the innocent, the tortures 
of captives, the horrors of madness, the 
victims of the brutalities of lust? What 
are we to say of the oppressions of tyrants, 
the massacres of provinces and towns, the 
murders of inoffending persons, the martyr- 
doms of brave and upright souls? ‘These 
are things, which we have witnessed in the 
last year and a half in Belgium, Poland and 
Serbia! These and similar things have dis- 
graced the successive ages of the history of 
mankind. Upon the welter of irremediable 
injustice, violence, dishonesty, and shame, 
can no light be shed from heaven? ‘The 
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Hope of the Life to come alone opens out 
to us a new avenue of Divine Justice and 
Love. We look for that which shall redress 
the inequalities of human injustice, and shall 
make known to us the infinite goodness and 
love of the Almighty. 

(ii) The purpose of our creation can 
hardly be fulfilled by the short span of 
mortal life. It is natural to assume that 
on earth we have only entered upon an 
initial stage in the development of human 
powers. ‘The scope of achievement for 
thought, or affection, or genius, in its limita- 
tion .of time and opportunity, strangely dis- 
proportioned to the moral, spiritual and intel- 
lectual capacities which are the endowment 
of man’s higher nature. God has given us, 
in the present, a promise for the future; 
and He will not fail to fulfil His promise. 

These are but rough outlines of some 
of the abstract arguments which, with 
different degrees of cogency, have stimu- 
lated the belief in a Life to come. In- 
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dividually, they are not, perhaps, convincing.. 
Collectively, they carry considerable weight. 
But in order to appreciate their full value, 
we should have to devote to them far 
more space than can here be spared. 

Let not the Christian, however, in his. 
moments of depression and doubt, yield 
himself a prisoner to the temptation to 
suppose that there is no inherent proba- 
bility in the glorious promise of his Creed. 
Let him think of the words which were 
especial favourites of Dean Stanley’s, and 
which are inscribed on his tomb in this. 
Abbey: “I see that all things come to an 
end: But thy commandment is exceeding 
broad ” (Psa. cxix. 96, P.B.V.). The dis- 
solution of all things material is not the 
same as the extinction of human person- 
ality. ‘If a man die, shall he live again?” 
There is good ground for our answer in the 
affirmative. 
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The Life of the World to Come 





I] 


THE LIFE OF THE WORLD TO 
COME: 


THE MESSAGE OF JESUS CHRIST 
“I go to prepare a place for you.”—Joun xiv. 2. 


Ae the close of my last Address I briefly 

referred to a fewof those intimations 
of immortality, which seem to be suggested 
by a consideration both of our human 
nature and of the Nature of a loving and 
all-powerful Creator. Probably, however, 
we are all of us profoundly conscious that 
the elaboration of these lines of abstract 
thought, however skilfully worked out, how- 
ever full of interest, and not devoid of 
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definite hope and consolation, is not going 
vitally to stir our hearts. We are left with 
the chilly feeling that we need something 
more than intellectual encouragement. We 
are yearning that there may be kindled 
within us the flame of a joyful hope. All 
around us we see the signs of death and 
decay. It is difficult to resist the impression 
produced by the multiplying lists on “ The 
Roll of Honour.” The well-balanced pro- 
babilities of the philosopher and the benevo- 
lent optimism of the man of science can 
avail but little to comfort the bereaved in 
the presence of such a wholesale catastrophe 
as the sinking of the Lusitania, or of such 
slaughter as took place at Ypres or at Loos. 

I ask you, therefore, to-day to consider 
the Message upon this subject which has 
been given us by our Saviour Himself. It 
is, I know, familiar ground to traverse. 
But no Christian preacher has any need to 
apologize for pointing his hearers, in their 
trouble, doubt, or distress, to the Gospel, 
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the good news, of Jesus Christ, our Crucified 
and Risen Lord. 

I need hardly remind you that in our 
Lord’s time the Jews were much divided 
in opinion respecting Life after death. 
The Sadducees, as we are told in Acts 
xxiii. 8, said that there was no “‘ resurrection, 
neither angel, nor spirit”: the Pharisees 
and the people believed in a Resurrection 
from the dead and in a future kingdom of 
God. There is no doubt as to our Lord’s 
opinion. The doctrine of the Life to 
come formed, we might almost say, the 
background of His teaching. In the Para- 
bles addressed to the populace, and in the 
exhortations spoken to His followers, Jesus 
never hesitated to regard life on earth as 
the vestibule to the life of heaven. The 
sorrows and sufferings and hardships of 
life on earth are part of the discipline that 
prepares the soul for the life eternal. At 
the same time, He uses no language that 
could be condemned as depreciative of the 
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life in the body. He does not speak as an 
Oriental ascetic, denouncing matter as in- 
herently evil, or the bodily frame as the 
creation of the Prince of darkness. Accord- 
ing to the teaching of Jesus, men and 
women are the children of God, and have 
received from their Heavenly Father the 
gift of a mortal body as well as the gift of an 
immortal soul. The body is a temporary 
trust; the soul partakes of the true life, 
and is made for immortality. 

“Be not afraid,” He says, “of them 
which kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul; but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both body and soul in hell. 
Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ? 
and not one of them shall fall on the ground 
without your Father: but the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered. Fear not 
therefore ; ye are of more value than many 
sparrows. . .. He that findeth his life 
shall lose it; and he that loseth his life 
for my sake shall find it.” ‘* For who- 
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soever would save his life shall lose it: and 
whosoever shall lose his life for my 'sake 
shall find it. For what shall a man be pro- 
fited, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
forfeit his life (or soul) ? or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his life (or soul)?” 
(Matt. x. 28-31, 39; xvi. 25, 26). 

The true “life”? of man, that of his soul, 
according to Christ’s teaching, is beyond the 
reach of human violence. It is moral evil, 
not physical injury, that alone can impair 
his capacity for everlasting welfare. It 
is spiritual death, not the death of the 
body, that man ought to dread. 

It is for this reason that our Lord so 
often insists upon the momentous significance 
of this mortal life in its bearing upon man’s 
eternal destiny in the world to come. 
Think, for instance, of the Parable of the 
Wheat and the Tares (Matt. xiii. 40-43) ! 
Think of the three Parables of the Ten Vir- 
gins, the Talents, and the Sheep and the 
Goats (Matt. xxv.) ! Observe how, through- 


ao 


LIFE AFTER DEATH 


out, the teaching assumes that the con- 
tinuity of personal character is preserved 
beyond the grave. The true passport to 
an eternal blessing hereafter is not to be 
looked for in the boasted descent from 
Abraham, or in the minute observance of 
the Levitical law, but in the moral sonship 
of God, as evidenced in the simple fruits 
of a loving and honest purpose of heart. 
Time will not allow me to linger over this 
aspect of our subject. But it is important 
to remind you, in passing, that our Lord 
never hesitated to employ the words and 
phrases of imagery, in which the popular 
religious thought of the day, among the 
Jews, was wont to clothe their anticipations 
of a Life tocome. Christ makes no attempt 
to use terms which the people would not 
understand. He makes use of the language 
which the Jewish Apocalyptic Literature 
had made familiar. In order to present 
to His hearers’ minds that which was 
unimaginable by their faculties, He had 
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recourse to the metaphors and symbols 
which were in common use. He was more 
patient, more “broad-minded,” as Dr. Sanday 
has called it, than we are inclined to be, in 
accepting the symbolical language of popular 
theology, necessarily imperfect, fanciful and 
pictorial though it may be. 

““T say unto you,” He says, “ that many 
shall come from the east and the west, 
and shall sit down (that is, be guests at the 
banquet) with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
in the kingdom of heaven ” (Matt. viii. 11). 
*¢T will not drink henceforth of this fruit of 
the vine, until that day when I drink it 
new with you in the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. xxvi. 29). In these two passages 
our Lord adopts the popular imagery of 
the great feast, with which the Messiah 
should inaugurate His reign, and at which 
the blessed should be privileged to attend, in 
the company of the patriarchs and the saints. 

Another time, when He is addressing the 
disciples, He makes use of the promise that 
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“in the regeneration, when the Son of man 
shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye also 
shall sit upon twelve thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel” (Matt. xix. 28). 

In the Parable of Dives and Lazarus, He 
pictures Lazarus, in the future state, re- 
clining in Abraham’s bosom (Luke xvi. 23) 
as a child in its father’s lap. ‘To the Penitent 
Thief He gives the assurance that on that 
very day he should be with Him “in Para- 
dise,”” the abode of bliss (Luke xxiii. 43). 
Language of this kind would not have sounded 
strangely to Jewish hearers. It was the 
language of symbolism as used by teachers, 
and writers of that time. 

Similarly, when our Lord speaks of the 
Rich Man, in Hades, being tormented 
with a flame and longing for water to cool 
his tongue (Luke xvi. 23); or when He 
describes the place “where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched,” (Mark 
ix. 48), the outer darkness where “ shall 
be the weeping and fgnashing of {teeth,” 
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(Matt. viii. 12), we make a mistake, if we 
suppose that our Lord is making a pre- 
diction of the literal condition of the lost 
in the future state. This has too often 
been unquestioningly assumed to be the 
case. But, in regard to the unknown 
future, our Lord adopts the current 
symbolical imagery of the day. There 
was an imagery in terms of rest and happi- 
ness: there was an imagery in terms of 
distress and torment. It is a solemn thing, 
which we need to recollect, that, under the 
imagery of Gehenna, our Lord warned 
His hearers that death, by itself, and without 
repentance, does not purge from sin, and 
that sin unrepented is, after death, the torture 
of the soul, and the source of its estrange- 
ment from the Vision of Divine Love. 

But, although our Saviour made frequent 
use of the symbolism of the popular theology, 
there were occasions on which He was ready 
to speak with greater plainness and with far 
less reserve. This is quite conspicuously 
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the case, as perhaps we should have ex- 
pected, when He meets the controversial 
casuistry of the Sadducees in reference to 
the Resurrection. By bringing up an 
absurd instance of a woman with seven 
husbands, they thought to bring ridicule 
upon the doctrine with which our Lord 
had openly associated Himself. In reply He 
points out how utterly their imaginary case 
fails to support them. The Resurrection 
Life is not to be confounded, as they 
had been guilty of confounding it, with a 
mere prolongation of earthly conditions 
and relationships. It is a new state of 
life, no more admitting of being defined than 
the life of the angels, under terms of time and 
space and human society. Having thus 
corrected a widespread erroneous impres- 
sion, and one which even now probably is 
commonly held, He proceeded to administer 
a sharp rebuke to His questioners. ‘They 
claimed to be deeply versed in the knowledge 
of the sacred Scriptures of their people. 
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But they had evidently never fathomed 
the spiritual significance of the famous 
passage in Exodus (iii. 14, 15), in which 
God had spoken of Himself to Moses as 
“the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.” Now God is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living. 
The Patriarchs, therefore, must be living. 
Physical death had not annihilated them. 
They retained their true life. Unto men 
they seemed to be no more. All have their 
true life in their relation to God. The 
Sadducees had made a great mistake; and 
the cause of their mistake was their failure 
to understand their own Scriptures. The 
reality of the Future Life was thus definitely 
affirmed by our Saviour in the course of 
His controversy with His opponents (see 
Matt. xxii. 23-33; Mark xii. 18-27; Luke 
XX. 27-40). 

But, as indeed we might expect, it is in 
our Lord’s final discourses with His followers 
that He dwells most tenderly and emphati- 


35 


LIFE AFTER DEATH 


cally upon the subject. The first note of 
His wonderful and comforting message to 
them is struck in the following words: “ If 
any man serve me, let him follow me; and 
where I am, there shall also my servant be ” 
(John xii. 26). And the reference in the 
last clause is evidently to the life that shall 
be hereafter, as well as to the life on earth. 
Later on, when St. Peter has vehemently 
asserted his readiness to follow his Master 
even unto death, our Lord makes answer : 
“Whither I go, thou can’st not follow me 
now; but thou shalt follow me after- 
wards ” (John xii. 36). Undoubtedly those 
words had reference to St. Peter’s Martyr- 
dom, when more than thirty years later he 
“followed ”’ his Master. But they are words 
which have shed a bright ray of hope and 
comfort upon the last hours of every faith- 
ful servant of Jesus Christ. It suffices such 
a one to be assured, that in leaving his 
earthly home he is “ following” his Lord. 

At the commencement of the Final 
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Discourse, Jesus says : “ In my Father’s house 
are many mansions; if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you” (John xiv. 2). It is with 
those famous words that He seeks to comfort 
and encourage His disciples, as they begin 
to realize that the end of His earthly ministry 
is at hand. According to one line of inter- 
pretation, He would remind them that, just 
as in the Temple, which was the symbol of 
the Eternal Home, there were dwellings 
for priests, Levites and servants, so also in the 
palace of the Heavenly King there is room 
and to spare for all, however varied they 
might be in calling and age and responsi- 
bility. ‘And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I come again, and will receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also” (John xiv. 3). His death is 
not to be regarded as their desertion. He 
is going; but He is going to prepare for His 
followers places, which, as He seems to 
imply, would not have been open to receive 
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them before His death and rising again. 
He casts, as it were, a glorious beam of light 
upon the way, which all must tread, of the 
Shadow of Death. He does not go into 
particulars beyond those which are essential 
for reassurance and for comfort. Death is 
not going to sever them from Him. In the 
Life to come they will be together. His 
home will be their home: He has prepared 
itfor them. ‘That is sufficient. 

The meaning of His calm, loving words 
seems clear. There may be much in that 
Last Discourse which it is hard for us to 
understand. But, when He speaks of death 
and the Life to come, the language is quite 
simple. He refers again, later on, in the 
course of the Great Prayer of Consecration, 
to His expectation of death and of that 
which should be afterwards: “I am no 
more in the world, and these are in the 
world, and I come to thee. ... Father, I 
will that where I am, they also may be with 
me” (John xvii. 11, 24). There is nothing 
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there of symbolical imagery. It is a 
direct statement in short simple words. 
And do we not feel, that, as we and our 
loved ones face the great change which 
death brings, this is the assurance and com- 
fort that we need? Earthly courage fails : 
but, as we go down the bank and the cold 
waters touch our feet, it will make all the 
difference that we have the Saviour’s hand 
in ours; and that we shall be where He is. 

We realize that it was in the firm strength 
and confidence of this new Christian hope 
St. Paul was able to say with such sovereign 
faith : “‘ We are of good courage, I say, and 
are willing rather to be absent from the 
body, and to be at home with the Lord” 
(2 Cor. v. 8). ‘ For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain... But I am in a 
strait betwixt the two, having the desire to 
depart and be with Christ; for it is very 
far better: Yet to abide in the flesh is 
more needful for your sake’’ (Phil. i. 21, 23, 
24). 
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Let us also observe how the same sure 
and certain confidence, which breathes in 
our Lord’s words of comfort to His followers, 
is shown in the moments of His own last 
agony upon the Cross. Death then appears 
to Him no more as the extinction of life 
than when He was conversing with His 
disciples. With words of unshaken and 
inspiring certainty He makes His great 
promise to the poor malefactor hanging 
from the Cross at His side: ‘‘’To-day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise” (Luke 
xxiii, 43)., They were to ‘enter together, 
not as shadows but as persons, into the Life 
of the world to come. ‘Thus the poor 
“ Penitent Thief,” without membership of 
Church, without blessing of Sacrament, 
without knowledge of Creed, received the 
promise of admission to the Heavenly Home 
and of the companionship of the Saviour. 
Was he not the prototype of a vast multitude 
whose offering of ignorant, honest, penitent 
hearts is never unheeded by the all-embrac- 
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ing love of our Divine Redeemer, who came 
to seek and to save that which was lost ? 

The last utterance from the Cross sum- 
marizes the Lord’s own teaching in reference 
to the Life Everlasting: ‘‘ Father,” He says, 
“into thy hands I commend my spirit ” 
(Luke xxiti. 46). The pilgrimage of the 
body has come to an end. The Spirit Life, 
to be clothed again according to the Father’s 
Will in the gorified vesture of the Life 
Everlasting, is surrendered into the keeping 
of the Heavenly Father. Thousands of the 
servants of Jesus Christ have passed into 
their rest with these or similar words upon 
their lips. 

How eagerly we strain our vision to pierce 
the veil which shuts from us the sight of 
those that have gone before us! Jesus 
Christ knew well the longing of His followers 
that the teaching He had given them about 
the other life might be placed beyond the 
reach of doubt and cavil. He would not 
that the impression of His firm testimony as 
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to the Life to come should be dissipated by 
the sight of His crucifixion and death and 
burial. And so for forty days He mani- 
fested Himself in the glorified Body of the 
Resurrection to the disciples He had taught. 
We read of the marvellous effect which it 
produced. Their fears left them: cowards 
were transformed to heroes and martyrs. 
Their sorrow was turned into joy: and, 
humanly speaking, that joy it was that laid 
the foundation of the Church. They saw 
Him; they recognized Him; they spoke 
with Him; they touched Him. He was 
the same, although not the same; but the 
same in all that commanded their adoration 
and their trust, in love, in patience, in 
wisdom, in sympathy, and in authority. 
Thus did Jesus set the seal of fact and 
experience upon the Life of which He had 
so often spoken. Short as the time was 
during which it was manifested, it was long 
enough to test its genuineness and to remove 
the doubts of the most hesitating follower. 
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It was no ghost; it was no hallucination ; 
it was no shadowy apparition to the excited 
members of a dark and carefully prepared 
séance. It assured to mankind the principle 
which St. Paul rejoiced to interpret: “ As 
in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all 
be made alive. But each in his own order : 
Christ the firstfruits; then they that are 
Christ’s, at his coming” (1 Cor. xv. 22, 23). 

Jesus was not a prophet who had died 
and failed to fulfil His promises or to ratify 
His teaching. His glorified and risen body 
supplied, at least, a conception of Human 
Personality, continued beyond the pale 
of death, under conditions, not of the 
flesh, but of the spirit. ‘This was something 
more, and more definite, than any of the 
hopes and speculations in which Greek 
philosophers had indulged. Jesus had in 
His own Person brought life and immor- 
tality into light (2'Tim.i.10). In Him, and 
through His Resurrection, we see that God’s 
law for mankind is life, because it is love; 
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and that there is no extinction of God’s 
gift of life in the dissolution of the bodily 
frame. Jesus Christ has gone from mortal 
sight “‘ to prepare a place for you.” 
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“Thou hast been faithful over a few things; I will set 
thee over many things: enter thou into the yoy of thy 
lord.” —Matrt. xxv. 21. 

N the two preceding Addresses I have 

sought to remind you that the Belief 

in the Life Everlasting is an integral part 

of the Christian Creed, and that it is firmly 

rooted in the Teaching and in the Resurrec- 
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The possibility of the soul being immortal 
had occupied brave and beautiful specula- 
tions by philosophers. Men and women 
had been feeling for and groping after it in 
the dark. Their hearts had been filled with 


passionate yearning and dread. And now 
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the pledge of this hope had been placed, 
as it were, by Christ Himself into the very 
hands of His Church, to keep it, cherish it, 
and use it for the strengthening of the weak, 
for the happiness of the dying, for the com- 
fort of the bereaved, for the inspiration of 
the strong. It has been a new revelation 
of what human life is. 

The life which we have as children of 
God, as members of the spiritual world, is 
something more than the life which we 
have as animal inhabitants of the earth. 
The life of the soul is not closed by the 
shock of physical dissolution at death. It 
is continued, with possibilities rich beyond 
the dreams of mortal thought. We know 
how our poor earthbound fancies tempt us 
to suppose, that the life beyond the grave 
must be a kind of shadowy, unsubstantial 
existence, a pale substitute for the richer 
life of earth. But such _ suppositions 
are unworthy and unreasonable. If the 


Life of the World to come be that for which 
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the present life is but a preparatory dis- 
cipline, the Future Life may surely be assumed 
to be one on some ampler, happier scale, 
freed from the countless causes of failure, 
weakness, disappointment and disability, 
which mar and sadden and disfigure the most 
brilliant and enviable of earthly careers. 
There is no need to expend time and 
thought upon the shadowy creations of 
religious dreamland. Tempting as it is 
to let our fancy wander in free speculation 
over the unknown and unknowable, it may 
be questioned how far it is wise or healthy 
to do so. There are, however, certain 
expectations, which, as it seems to me, it is 
legitimate for us to deduce from what we 
have been told in reference to the Future 
Life. Quite inevitably ‘they are few in 
number. We know that our earthly en- 
vironment will have ceased. ‘The mode of 
existence for the spirit, under conditions in 
which time and space are no more, must 
necessarily be beyond the range of our 
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imagination. However difficult to keep in 
view, one guiding thought must be kept 
uppermost: there will be no continuance 
of earthly conditions, and no resumption 
of bodily appetites and self-indulgences. 
Nor, if we trust our Heavenly Father, should 
this be regarded as a loss which should 
unduly distress or dismay us. God’s law, 
working in the material world around us, 
leads us to expect that, in the process of 
development and growth, there is transition 
from what is lower and worse to that which 
is better and higher. The present earthly 
life, as the mystic would teach us, is but 
the passing sacrament of the heavenly ; 
it is but the ante-room that leads to the 
Presence-Chamber. 


1. Consciousness of Personal Identity. 


We are like the Pilgrims, in the Pilgrim’s 
Progress, under the guidance of the shepherds 
in the Land of Beulah. We strain our eyes, 
though with poor, dim, blurred vision, in order 
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tosee from afar the brightness of the shining 
walls of the Celestial City. As we gaze, we 
seem to discern, with clearness that grows 
upon us, first one clear outline and then 
another. 

First of all, we recognize that the promise 
of the Life Everlasting carries with it the 
assurance of the continued consciousness of 
Personal Identity. Our Saviour’s words 
both to the disciples and to the Penitent 
Thief, on which I dwelt in my last Address, 
seem to putit beyond alldoubt. And it was 
the certainty of this, which inspired the 
vehement and glorious anticipations of the 
Apostle St. Paul. It is this prospect of 
continued Personality, which exalts the 
Christian Belief to immeasurable heights 
above the vague, pantheistic talk of immor- 
tality as another name for the absorption 
of human souls into the cosmic forces of 
the material Universe, without individuality, 
purpose or will. According to that theory, 
men and women are but as raindrops, lit, 
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for the moment of a lifetime, with the sun- 
shine of consciousness, and swallowed up 
the next instant in the vast ocean of inert 
and unconscious Matter. It is this assur- 
ance of Personal Identity that distinguishes 
our Christian Belief in the Life of the World 
to come from the theories of successive 
reincarnations and transmigrations, which 
have furnished philosophical thinkers, both 
in the most ancient and in the most recent 
times, with a solution, however fantastic, 
of the mystery surrounding the Personality 
of the soul. 

To the Christian believer the glorified 
Body of the Risen Christ has been a pledge, 
that in the Future Life there is a continuance 
of conscious Personal Identity. ‘The In- 
dividual soul, far from being reduced, 
according to the old pagan notion, to the 
condition of a feeble shadow, or, according 
to popular impressions, subject to existing 
bodily limitations, will be equipped with 
ampler powers of freedom and consciousness. 


52 


CHRISTIAN EXPECTATION 


“Flesh and blood,” says St. Paul, “cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God. ... This 
mortal must put on immortality ” (1 Cor. 
xv. 50, 53). Elsewhere he speaks of himself 
as “longing to be clothed upon with our 
habitation which is from heaven” (2 Cor. 
v. 2). His confidence is that “the Lord 
Jesus Christ shall fashion anew the body 
of our humiliation, that it may be conformed 
to the body of his glory ”’ (Phil. iii. 21). 

We may infer that, just as the soul in its 
existence on earth needs the medium of ex- 
pression through the body of flesh and blood, 
so in the Future Life will it be equipped 
with some medium of expression, through 
a ‘‘ body,” if we may call it so, adapted to the 
conditions which at present are hidden 
from us. ‘The nature and form and con- 
sistency of such a medium of expression is 
beyond our powers of comprehension. It may 
suffice for us to know, that in that other Life 
we shall be like unto Him (1 John iii. 2), who 
is “the First-born of the dead” (Rev. i. 5). 
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I may have wearied you with this long 
treatment of the subject of continuous 
Personal Identity in the World to come. 
But I have done so, because our confidence 
in it conveys to us so much that is infinitely 
precious and comforting. It supplies to 
us the joyous hope, that the several links 
of brotherhood and friendship will be re- 
paired. It will be the means of that happy 
reunion we all of us long for, as we set our 
faces towards the declining sunlight of our 
mortal span. It is the foundation for our 
assurance that we may look for a restoration 
of personal trust, affection and sympathy. 

That we should be able to know one 
another again, under conditions no longer 
of earthly weakness, or subject to the changes 
consequent upon separation in space or 
upon lapse of time, is probably the most 
passionate and pathetic instinct of yearning, 
of which our human nature is capable. 
‘The New Testament warrants us in the 
belief, that, in the loving mercy of God, 
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this instinct of our nature is not destined 
to be disappointed. How it shall be effected, 
we know not: it has not been revealed. 
Our Lord’s own words addressed to His 
_ disciples in the Upper Chamber and to the 
poor malefactor on the Cross, coupled with 
the language of St. Paul and St. John, 
demonstrate that the continuance of our 
conscious Identity results from our Chris- 
tian Belief in the Life to come. It is a 
blessed assurance. It speaks to wounded 
hearts and to timorous souls a message that 
they long to hear. There will be personal 
recognition. We shall know one another 
again. ‘The occasions of earthly misunder- 
standing will have disappeared. A joyful 
consciousness of our own being and of our 
fellowship in love and intimacy with one 
another, more pure, more true and more 
profound than any which our earthly 
environment allows, that is the substance 
of our Belief in that Future Life pledged 
to us in God’s great goodness through the 
revelation of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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2. Activity. 

In the second place, I think that we 
should be right to expect in the World to 
come a new phase of activity, correspond- 
ing to those conditions of existence which 
no human thought can now forecast. ‘There 
seems to be no sufficient reason for supposing 
that the soul at death passes into a con- 
dition of slumber or unconsciousness. Our 
Lord speaks of death as sleep, but in so 
doing He refers by metaphor to the physical 
appearance of the dead person. “ Certainly,” 
as Dr. Liddon once said, in his famous 
Sermon on “ The First Five Minutes after 
Death,” ‘‘ the paradise which our Lord pro- 
mised to the dying thief cannot be reasonably 
imagined to have been a moral and mental 
slumber.” .. . “It cannot well be doubted 
that consciousness,—if not retained to the 
last in the act of dying, if suspended by 
sleep, or by physical disease, or by derange- 
ment—must be recovered as soon as the 
act of death is completed, with the removal 
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of the cause which suspended it. Should 
this be the case, the soul will enter into 
another life with the habits of thought 
which belong to time still clinging to it.” 
There is as little warrant for the popular 
supposition that the Life of the soul in the 
World to come is to be spent in inactivity 
or, at the best, in a state of unpractical 
ecstasy. We are all of us acquainted with 
the gibes of uneducated or of hostile critics 
at those pictures of monotonous indolence 
and interminable orchestra, which are 
supposed to satisfy the aspiration of the 
Christian saint, as he looks forward to the 
Future Life. Scoffers are always glad to 
identify their representation of the Chris- 
tian Faith with the crudest imaginations 
of its least instructed follower, or with the 
discarded opinions of a bygone generation. 
Many a devout soul has given occasion for 
such ridicule, by insisting upon a literal 
interpretation of the language of the Book 
of Revelation and of the metaphors of 
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Christian hymns. But the satire in the 
present day has a good deal lost its point. 
A better appreciation of the function of 
poetic imagination enables the modern 
Bible-reader to make allowance for the 
presence of symbolism in the literature of 
the Holy Scriptures. Symbolism will always 
have its rightful place in the endeavour to 
interpret, by means of imagery, the trans- 
cendental aspects of religious truth. Where 
the unknown and the inconceivable future 
are concerned, symbolism is the only vehicle 
for communicating the substance of faith 
and hope. For the weary toilers of earth, 
for the broken hearts of the mourners and 
the bereaved, for the downcast and despond- 
ent circle whose bright and central sun has 
set in cloud, the poetic symbolism of Chris- 
tian thought has woven a wondrous vision 
of peace and rest, of glad reunion, and of 
joyful praise. To require a literal inter- 
pretation from the language of metaphor is, 
in the highest degree, arbitrary and un- 
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reasonable. Christian literature has _ its 
poetry and allegory; and its poetry and 
allegory need to be studied in accordance 
with the ordinary canons of intelligent 
sympathy and literary judgment. 

We may, therefore, safely dismiss the sup- 
position that the poetic imagery of the Bible 
is to be regarded as descriptive of actual 
fact. But we have to take into account 
what we might not unreasonably expect to 
result from the continuance of Personality 
and the permanence of character. That 
there will be a corresponding sphere of 
influence and an adequate opportunity for — 
service, is an expectation, which, in the 
reason of things, seems probable, and which, 
as it seems to me, appears to be corrobor- 
ated by the teaching of our Lord Himself. 
In the Parable of the Talents, the “ good 
and faithful” servants, who had been “‘ faith- 
ful over a few things,’ were rewarded by 
their lord by being appointed, not to posts 
of easy repose and idleness, but “ over 
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many things.” It was in the discharge of 
this higher responsibility, that they were 
to realize what it meant to “ enter into the 
joy of their lord ” (Matt. xxv. 20-23). Of 
course, this is the language of symbolism 
in a parable. But it is symbolism, which 
expresses in a vivid picture an idea that 
corresponds to the deepest instincts of our 
nature, in its craving for a wholesome and 
useful sphere of service, in the future, no 
less than in the present, world. Nay, more; 
for (with all reverence let the fact be duly 
remembered) our Lord seems to confirm 
such a conception of the Future existence, 
when He depicts the existence of the 
Heavenly Father and the Divine Son in 
terms expressive not of repose but of labour : 
“* My Father,” He says, “ worketh even until 
now, and I work” (John v. 17). It is not, 
perhaps, too daring an inference to draw, if 
we suppose that, however small and humble 
may be the position of him who is least 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, he will have 
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his share in the Divine work, and find his 
happiness therein. What the activities of 
the World to come may be, it is impossible 
even to conjecture. The Love that grants 
to us the continuance of Life, will assign 
to each the fitting service for a higher 
plane of sonship than that on earth. 

When I say this, do you find yourselves 
fearing, that it must prove an unwelcome 
message to the thousands and thousands 
to whom life, from first to last, has been one 
continuous martyrdom of cruel and oppres- 
sive toil? I answer: Fear not; we know 
Him in Whom we have trusted, and He 
knows us better than we know ourselves. 
The tired ones of earth’s hard struggle will 
find the rest unto their souls which their 
Redeemer promised. But rest is no state 
of sentimental apathy or intellectual somno- 
lence. ‘There will be relief from the ten- 
sion of sorrow and the torture of suffering. 
The drudgery of physical exhaustion will 
have ceased. The weariness of overwhelm- 
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ing burdens will have gone for ever. ‘There 
will be no sense of shame in work, and 
nothing sordid in the discharge of the lowli- 
\_ est duty. Should we not then look forward 
without misgiving? Can we not hope 
for the glorious trust of new activities ? 
If the Future Life is to surpass that of earth 
in all that is best and purest and most 
honourable, may we not pray that there 
may be given, even to the most unworthy 
dweller in the heavenly mansions, adequate 
exercise of consciousness, of character and 
of mind, for opportunities of service and for 
discharge of responsibility? Is it not, 
further, to be expected, that that which 
makes the gaiety and brightness of earthly 
intimacy, so far from being absent, will, in a 
higher degree of perfectness, ensure the 
joyfulness of the fellowship that shall be 
without alloy of hypocrisy or taint of 
selfishness ? Probably, the common supposi- 
tion is, that the solemnity of the Future Life 
will utterly absorb all the instinctive gaiety 
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of happiness. But such a view, if I may be 
audacious enough to confess my own belief, 
is hardly consistent with reasonable expecta- 
tion. No essential element of happiness 
will be lacking: no element of dreariness 
or vulgarity will mar its character. It is 
only a prevalent superstition, which tends 
to identify the Future Life with the sur- 
roundings of a gloomy Puritan Sunday. 
When we pray, as we do in the Collect for the 
Fourth Sunday after Easter, “that... 
our hearts may surely there be fixed, where 
true joys are to be found,” we have no right 
to assume that “true joys” belong to a 
region, where there is no analogy with those 
human joys of love and friendship and 
brotherhood, which have made so large a 
share of God-given happiness on earth. 


As we think of the terrible toll of life © 


exacted by this European war, of thousands 
cut off in their very prime, we can faintly 
dream of the wonderful adjustments, which 
the great unknown Future will bring 
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about, in careers hardly commenced and 
characters hardly formed, to meet the call 
| of services wholly Spiritual. 


Resse 


3. Progress and Growth. 


Thirdly, it seems to me necessary to 
expect, as a corollary to the continuance of 
Personal Identity and Personal Activities, 
that in the Future Life there will be scope 
both for progress in character and for 
growth in spiritual powers. Though the 
righteous may shine as the stars in heaven, 
yet one star differeth from another star in 
brightness. Our Lord Himself speaks of 
‘him that is least in the kingdom of heaven” ; 
and He assumes, in the Parables of the 
Talents, that there is neither equality 
between the different servants nor any abso- 
lute perfection in merit or reward. No 
one has ever dared to suggest, that those 
who are privileged to have their share in the 
Life of the World to come, would, on that 
account at once be endowed with perfection of 
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virtues and graces in character. Who would 
venture to claim, that either the forgiveness 
of sins or the release from the vesture of 
the flesh will bring at once the fullest 
fruition of spiritual attainment or wisdom ? 
In all reverence I venture to believe that, 
in the Life to come, there will be many 
stages of progress and development. In 
this life, indeed, we are all too liable to 
shut our eyes to this law of our nature, and 
too ready to resist or thwart it. Perhaps, 


in the Future, this law of growth may be | 


in no less a degree a law of nature; and to 
promote its operation may prove to be part 
of the work of the redeemed of the Lord. 

Here on earth, you and I know what it 
is to have hopes of better things, to have 
aspirations after higher truths, to have yearn- 
ings after greater holiness, to have repinings 
for weaknesses and blunders and tempers, 
to long for the vision of purer insight and 
for the gift of gentler expression of sym- 
pathy and more stable exercise of self-con- 
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trol! Never on earth can men fully attain to 
that for which they pray. In the Life to 
come, can we think that all will in an 
instant be simultaneously perfected ? Will 
the mere act of bodily dissolution be so 
efficacious for good? Nay, rather; may 
we not expect that before the vision of 
each spirit-Personality there will be opened 
out, under the new social conditions of which 
no idea can as yet be formed, a continually 
widening horizon of possibilities ? 

Is it too daring to conjecture that there 
may be a discipline also in the World to 
come, leading upwards, gently it may be and 
gradually, from step to step in the ascent 
of the Divine Purpose? 

Here, on earth, we spend our days, as it 
were, on the borderland of the great eternal 
verities. Across the border, we may be 
sure, there will be much to learn, if, as we 
may believe, there will also be much to do. 

The infirmities of these poor weak earthly 
bodies will for ever have ceased. The 
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stumbling-blocks of earthly passion will have 
been removed. The Lord will have pre- 
pared for each of His servants a new place 
in the Heavenly Father’s mansions, and a 
new conception of service according to 
the Father’s will. To each will He show 
Himself in His glorified Humanity. We 
cannot now think of it as we should. 
May God, in His infinite love, make us 
worthy of it, that the joy of seeing as we 
are seen, of knowing as we are known, may 
be granted to us! and that we may be 
brought through the gates of death into 
the Presence-Chamber of the King! 

Lord! not only Thy Love and Thy 
Mercy, but Thy Wisdom and ‘Thy Purpose 
will be revealed unto Thy servants. Only 
slowly will the poor human mind realize the 
glories that are successively to be revealed 
in the Infinite Service and Eternal Life of the 
World to come. 


“Thou wilt show me the path of life: 
In thy presence is fulness of joy” (Ps. xvi. II). 
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